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The aim of this paper is to study how the concentration of the accommodation and food service 

industry affect the expenditure of US tourists in Puerto Rico. Using data from 2012 and data of 

about 10,000 tourists this study also controlled for variables such as economic characteristics and 

property crime rate.  The results suggest that higher concentrations of traveler accommodations 

and rooming and boarding houses establishments are associated with higher levels of 

expenditures.  Conversely, increasing the concentrations of special food services and restaurants 

and other eating places that have been associated with lower levels of expenditures. 
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